[j)b, ADDITION POLYMERS 1

Polymers (plastics) are used to make many things, including bags, bottles, CDs and DVDs, and the casing of electrical items
(such as computers, televisions and mobile phones).

Polymers are large molecules made from lots of small molecules called monomers joined together. The process in which

monomers join together is called polymerisation. There are two types of polymers: addition (no other products formed) and
condensation (a small molecule such as water is lost).

Alkenes and other molecules containing C=C double bonds can react with each other and join together to form polymers
through their C=C double bonds. Many common polymers, such as polythene, are made from alkenes.
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TASK — (a) Complete the table overleaf and (b) write a balanced equation for each polymerisation
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monomer monomer name structure repeating unit polymer name everyday name uses
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